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Handbook for Parents/Guardians 

 
Cama’i! We are pleased to have you join us in this journey to provide your child with a culturally 
relevant, early childhood Alutiiq language immersion experience. Each day will be a celebration in 
sustaining the many ways of speaking the language of this place we call home. Alutiit’stun Niuwawik 
serves as a place of celebration where culture, self-identity, and wellbeing develop our most 
significant asset – our children. Our work, and the work we ask of each family, stems from the 
following beliefs and goals: 

• Language carries culture, self-identity, and wellbeing 
• Our youth are our most significant asset, and assisting them is our first and foremost 

obligation 
• The development of culturally relevant early childhood Alutiiq language immersion 

education is an important part of developing future speakers of the language 
• We seek to increase family and community motivation and capacity to speak Alutiiq 

together 
• Every day is a celebration of the many ways of speaking Alutiiq 
• Healthy childhood development leads to healthy family, community, state and nation 

development 
• Alutiiq is the language of this place. The Alutiiq language expresses the values and 

knowledge of our people and best describes this place in the world that we all call 
home. 

 
Our Mission 

 
The Alutiit’stun Niuwawik Language Nest will serve young children to experience Alutiiq as a living 

language. 
 

Our Philosophy 
 

Qik’rtarmiut Sugpiat’stun Lumacirpet 
A Kodiak Alutiiq Worldview: The interrelated & valued elements that sustain our wellbeing 

 
Unguwacirpet “Our way of living” 

A subsistence lifestyle respectful and sustained by the natural world. 
 

Nunapet Carliarluki “Caring for our Land” 
Stewardship of animals, land, sky, and water 

 



Nunapet “Our Land” 
Ties to Homeland 

 
Supet “Our people” 

Our people (Community): we are responsible for each other & ourselves 
 

Cuqllipet “Our Elders” 
 

Piciipet Uswituu’uq “Our ways of doing are wise” 
Traditional arts, skills, & ingenuity 

 
Agayumaukut “We have faith” 

Faith and spiritual life from ancestral beliefs to the diverse faiths of today 
 

Qallnganaq “Humor” 
 

Our Partners 
The Alutiiq Museum and Archeaological Repository 

Native Village of Afognak 
The Kodiak Public Library 

Kodiak College 
Afognak Native Corporation  

The Native Village of Old Harbor 
The Native Village of Port Lions 

 
  



 
Our Staff 

• Candace Branson, Project Manager 
Candace started learning Alutiiq in 2010. Candace is an Intermediate Alutiiq speaker with an Type 
M Teaching Certificate, qualifying her to teach Alutiiq Language and culture at KIBSD. She has a 
Bachelor’s in Sociology and a Master’s degree focused on Alutiiq language revitalization with 
course work in Second Language Acquisition Theory (SLA). Candace is the Kodiak High school 
Alutiiq Language Teacher, and the project manager for the Tamamta Liitukut (We are all learning), 
the grant that the Language Nest is funded under. 

 
• Michael Bach, Alutiiq Language Teacher 

Bach has been involved in language revitalization and language learning since 2009. Bach is an 
Intermediate Alutiiq speaker with an Occupational Endorsement Certificate (OEC) in Alutiiq 
Language, a Bachelor’s in International Studies and Languages, and a Master’s degree focused 
on Alutiiq language revitalization with course work in Second Language Acquisition Theory (SLA) 
and endangered language policy and planning.  

 
• Marya Halvorsen, Alutiiq Language Co-Teacher  

Marya is a lifelong member of the Native community on Kodiak Island. She has been learning 
Alutiiq since 2012, and holds an Occupational Endorsement Certificate (OEC) in Alutiiq 
Language from Kodiak College. Halvorsen has worked with the Alutiiq Museum as a Cultural 
Education Specialist, and has experience with educational and language programming for 
youth.	
 	

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 

Target age 
Children ages three, four, and five are welcome to be enrolled in the Alutiit’stun Niuwawik. All enrollees must have 
independent bathroom skills. Children not potty trained and/or under three are welcome to attend with a caregiver. The 
caregiver will need to keep in mind that the Alutiit’stun Niuwawik is a language nest, meaning that Alutiiq will be the only 
language used. Therefore, caregivers will need to strictly honor the target language use.  
 

Instructional Focus 
The focus of instruction will be two-fold. First, students will be immersed in the Alutiiq language with a primary goal of 
developing Alutiiq language fluency in children. Second, instruction will work toward kindergarten preparedness so 
students will be able to transition to kindergarten smoothly.  
 

Kindergarten Preparedness 
Graduates of the Alutiit’stun Niuwawik will be prepared for kindergarten. Caregivers must keep in mind that an immersion 
pre-school aims to prepare the student to function in the target language, and for the cognitive and social demands of 
kindergarten. In this way, immersion settings are additive to a child’s education, not subtractive.  
 

Teachers/Presenters 
Michael Bach and Marya Halvorsen are the two full-time teachers of Alutiit’stun Niuwawik. Cultural presenters will also be 
invited to teach cultural skills, traditional games, and ways of being at various times throughout the year. All teachers and 
regular volunteers will be required to complete a background check before participation.  

 
Learning Language With Your Child 
You are not expected to be able to speak Alutiiq before enrolling your child. This program is designed for children who 
normally speak English at home. As a caregiver, it is important to be aware that the burden of language learning cannot 
rest on the shoulders of your little one alone. Staff expect the Alutiiq language to trickle into the home, community, and 
play activities of Alutiit’stun Niuwawik students and families. Bringing the language home is an expectation.  
 
Family members (parents, caregivers, cousins, siblings, etc.) are required to attend community language learning activities 
to develop their fluency alongside the enrolled student. Requiring co-learning not only offers fluency development for 
families, but also displays to students that they are not linguistically isolated, and are instead part of a language family 
and community. Other language learning opportunities:  

• Family Language Night | Family learning to encourage families and the community to speak Alutiiq | 
Fishery Industrial Technology Center, Wednesday Nights 5:00-6:30 p.m. | families are required to attend 
Family language night on a bi-weekly basis 

• Language Club | Community learning; bring questions and be ready to learn | Sun’aq Tribe, Wednesday 
12:00-1:00 p.m. 

• Native Village of Afognak Afterschool Program | For more information, go to afognak.org or call 486-6357 

 
Activities 
Throughout the school year there may be opportunities for field trips. In most cases, you will be informed prior to 
each activity. If you object to your child going on a school activity, please notify the school at that time. Classes will 
also occasionally take advantage of breaks in the weather or unexpected opportunities to explore Near Island.

 
Snacks 
Snack time provides a wonderful opportunity for language learning. Healthy snacks will be served along with water. 
Please do not bring additional food to school, unless arranged in coordination with the teachers. 



 
Publications 
We print a variety of lists that include family address, email address, and telephone number. If you prefer 
that your contact information not be provided in this way, please check the appropriate box on the 
enrollment form.  

 

Photography 
Without your consent, neither the Alutiit’stun Niuwawik staff or Tamamta Liitukut project will use your 
name and likeness and that of your children, whether in still, motion pictures, audio and video tape; your 
photograph and photos of your child(ren) and/or reproductions of you and your child(ren) including your 
voice (which includes commentary, remarks, and/or recordings); or features with or without your names, 
for any promotional purposes involving the Tamamta Liitukut and Alutiit’stun Niuwawik, for new and/or 
feature stories in publications or other media (which includes internet, print, radio, television), or for other 
purposes whatsoever.  
 
Cost 
Enrolling a student in the Alutiit’stun Niuwawik will cost $50.00 per semester. Semesters start in 
September and January each year. Families that meet the minimum expectation of bi-weekly 
participation in Family Language Night will be reimbursed their enrollement fee at the end of the 
semester.  
 

Where can I learn more? 
http://www.alutiiqlanguage.org/html/background/language-revitalization.php 
http://www.alutiiqlanguage.org/html/gatherings.php 

 
Daily Schedule 
School will begin on August 29, 2017, and will end on May 24, 2018. Sessions will be held each Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. Class begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 11:30 a.m. Students may be dropped off 
no earlier than 8:00 a.m. and must be picked-up no later than 12:00 p.m. Prompt pick up is required as we 
have a strict schedule to adhere to.  

 
 
8:00-8:30 Parent/Guardian drop off and open play 
8:30-9:15 Large Group 
   Opening routine 
   Song 
   Today’s focus/question of the day/investigation 
9:15-9:45 Choice Time – activities surrounding the investigation 
  Interest areas with open-ended play 
9:45-10:00 Outdoor Play 
10:00-10:15 Wash hands/Snack time 
10:15-10:30 Read-Aloud 
10:30-11:00 Small Groups /Art project 



11:00-11:30 Large Group 
   End of day routine 
   Free/Outdoor play 
11:30-12:00 Parent/Guardian pick up 

 
 
 
 
 

ATTENDANCE POLICIES 
 
Attendance is key to your child’s success in school preparedness and for developing Alutiiq language 
skills. Children should be present if they are rested, eating well, feeling good and are fever free. There are 
certain circumstances, however, when your child should stay home. The following information should give 
you direction when making the decision to send your child to school or keep them home. REMEMBER: 
Your doctor is an excellent resource if you need any guidance or direction when making this 
decision. Never hesitate to consult with your doctor. 
 
Illness 
Students receiving antibiotics for a contagious condition such as strep throat must stay out of school until 
24 hours of antibiotic therapy has been completed. Excessive coughing and nasal discharge and 
generally not feeling well are indications that the child should remain home. 

 
Fever 
If your child has a temperature of 100 degrees or above (taken orally) in the morning, it is recommended 
that your child remain home. Students should remain home for 24 hours after a fever has subsided 
without the use of fever-reducing medication such as acetaminophen (Tylenol) or ibuprofen (Motrin). If 
your child develops a fever during school hours, they will not be allowed to return to the classroom and 
will remain in the reception area until dismissed to a parent/guardian or their designee. 
 
Rash 
If your child develops a rash please consult with your doctor. Rashes are very difficult to diagnose and 
many are viral in origin and should not prevent your child from attending school. There are cases of 
breakthrough chicken pox disease and a few other diseases that would certainly influence your child’s 
attendance in school and impact other students who may be medically compromised, so consultation 
with your doctor is important. 
 
Injury 
Any student who has sustained an injury that has been treated by a physician or in an emergency room 
and will have restricted activity for a limited period of time (e.g. cast, stitches, sprains, fractures, 
concussions, etc.) must bring a note from the physician stating the nature of the restrictions and when 
the student can resume full participation in class and recess. If your child sustains an injury, or you feel 
your child should limit their activity for 1 – 2 days because the injury will affect their school performance, 
please discuss your child’s needs with Language Nest staff. 
 



Dismissal Due to Illness or Injury 
Students who become ill or injured at school will be dismissed to a parent/guardian or their designee. It 
is the expectation that a sick or injured student will be picked up as soon as possible. 
 
School Absence 
Please notify the school when your child will be absent and whether it is due to illness or injury. Leaving 
information about your child’s absence allows for staff to track and trend illness in the school and begin 
interventions should a pattern of illness develop. Please notify staff of absence as soon as possible. 
Notice may be in the form of a phone call or text to the Nest phone (907-512-5995).  
 
Emergency Information 
Please keep the emergency information on your child current to facilitate contacting you if your child is ill 
or injured. Work numbers, home telephone, and cell phone numbers may change throughout the school 
year, and the school needs to be informed of these changes so that you or your designee can be 
contacted quickly in the case of an emergency. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to update 
any and all information as it changes. 
 
 
Lice  
What are head lice? The head louse, or Pediculus humanus capitis, is a parasitic insect that can be found 
on the head, eyebrows, and eyelashes of people. Head lice feed on human blood several times a day 
and live close to the human scalp. Head lice are not known to spread disease. 

Who is at risk for getting head lice? 

Head lice are found worldwide. In the United States, infestation with head lice is most common among 
pre-school children attending child care, elementary schoolchildren, and the household members of 
infested children. Although reliable data on how many people in the United States get head lice each 
year are not available, an estimated 6 million to 12 million infestations occur each year in the United 
States among children 3 to 11 years of age. In the United States, infestation with head lice is much less 
common among African-Americans than among persons of other races, possibly because the claws of 
the of the head louse found most frequently in the United States are better adapted for grasping the 
shape and width of the hair shaft of other races. 

Head lice move by crawling; they cannot hop or fly. Head lice are spread by direct contact with the hair 
of an infested person. Anyone who comes in head-to-head contact with someone who already has head 
lice is at greatest risk. Spread by contact with clothing (such as hats, scarves, coats) or other personal 
items (such as combs, brushes, or towels) used by an infested person is uncommon. Personal hygiene or 
cleanliness in the home or school has nothing to do with getting head lice. 

Students diagnosed with live head lice do not need to be sent home early from school; they can go 
home at the end of the day, be treated, and return to class after appropriate treatment has begun. Nits 
may persist after treatment, but successful treatment should kill crawling lice. 

Head lice can be a nuisance but they have not been shown to spread disease. Personal hygiene or 
cleanliness in the home or school has nothing to do with getting head lice.  



Both the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) and the National Association of School Nurses (NASN) 
advocate that "no-nit" policies should be discontinued. "No-nit" policies that require a child to be free 
of nits before they can return to schools should be discontinued for the following reasons: 

• Many nits are more than ¼ inch from the scalp. Such nits are usually not viable and very unlikely 
to hatch to become crawling lice, or may in fact be empty shells, also known as 'casings'. 

• Nits are cemented to hair shafts and are very unlikely to be transferred successfully to other 
people. 

• The burden of unnecessary absenteeism to the students, families and communities far outweighs 
the risks associated with head lice. 

• Misdiagnosis of nits is very common during nit checks conducted by nonmedical person 


